
Ceratolithus? farnsworthii GARTNER, 1967 

Ceratolithus? 
Jarnsworthii 

Figs. 1, 2a, b, 3a, b, 4a, b- Ceratolithus? farnsworthii GARTNER, from the Globorotalia menardii 
Zone, Lengua Formation, Trinidad (1-3) and from the Globorotalia fohsi robusta Zone, Cipero 
Formation, Trinidad (4). 1) Electron micrograph, x 10,000. 2-4) Light micrographs, x 2500; 

2a, 3a, 4a, phase contrast, 2b, 3b, 4b, bright field; 2a, b) holotype. 
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Description: 

Flat, calcareous object consisting of spine, generally tapered and pointed at both ends; unequal 
lateral planes project on each side of spine, generally extending full length of spine; planes appear 
to be constructed of parallel laths that are at about 90° to the spine. 

Remarks: 

In the light microscope this species has roughly the appearance of a feather or crow quill. It 
is similar to half of a specimen of Ceratolitlms cristatus KAMPTNER, on which laths are well 
developed, but this resemblance is largely superficial. This form may be ancestral to C. cristatus, 
but cannot be so demonstrated clearly because the ranges of the two species do not appear 
to overlap. Furthermore, it is the younger (Pleistocene) representatives of C. cristatus that 
resemble this species most closely. Early representatives of C.? farnsworthii have smooth 
lateral planes and do not show the serrate margin or the parallel-lath construction developed 
in later forms. Also, the spine in earlier forms is straight, whereas in later forms it commonly 
is slightly curved. Thus, early forms of C.? farnsworthii are suggestive of Triquetrorhabdulus 
carinatus MARTINI (1965), but the latter species disappears at the level of the Catapsydrax dissi
milis Zone in Trinidad, long before the first occurrence of C.? farnswortlzii. 

Type level: 

Globorotalia menardii Zone, Lengua Formation, Middle Miocene, Trinidad. 

Occurrence: This species was found in the Globorotalia fohsi robusta Zone of the Cipero For
mation and Globorotalia menardii Zone of the Lengua Formation of Trinidad. 

Type locality: 

Lengua Formation. 

Depository: 

Not given. 

Author: 

Gartner S., Jr., 1967, p. 5; pl. 9, figs. 1, 2a, b, 3a, b, 4a, b. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannofossils from Neogene of Trinidad, Jamaica, and Gulf of Mexico. Paleont. 
Contrib. Univ. Kansas, paper 29, pp. 1-7, pls. 1-10. 
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